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SUBJECT: PROPOSED MEETING OF LA PRESIDENTS ON CANAL TREATY. 

REF: CARACAS 07893 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE DO NOT YET HAVE FIRM GUIDANCE ON HOW THE WHITE HOUSE 
PREFERS TO HANDLE A POSSIBLE MEETING OF PRESIDENTS ON THE 
CANAL TREATY. WE HOPE TO GET THAT IN A FEW DAYS. IN 

THE MEANTIME WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE THAT NO ACTIONS ARE 
SET IN TRAIN BY PEREZ LOPEZ OR OTHERS WHICH WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT OR EMBARRASSING TO TURN AROUND LATER, SUCH AS A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 190672 

LETTER TO OTHER PRESIDENTS IN THE HEMISPHERE INVITING THEM 
TO A SIGNING CEREMONY IN PANAMA OR ELSEWHERE. 

2. WOULD YOU PLEASE CONVEY TO PRESIDENT PEREZ PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S DEEP PERSONAL APPRECIATION FOR HIS HELPFUL 
SUGGESTION, SAY THAT THE PROPOSAL IS UNDER 

REVIEW BUT ALSO MAKE CLEAR THAT IT INVOLVES IMPORTANT 
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DOMESTIC POLICY CONSIDERATIONS FOR US AND WE WOULD STRONGLY 
URGE THAT HE AND THE OTHER PRESIDENTS NOT ACT ON IT UNTIL 
WE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THE PROPOSAL FURTHER 
THOUGHT. 

3. FOR BOGOTA AND PANAMA: YOU AUTHORIZED TO TAKE SIMILAR 
LINE IF YOU BELIEVE USEFUL AND DESIREABLE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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QTE:C ONFIDENTIAL STATE 190672 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, PN, VE 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED MEETING OF LA PRESIDENTS ON CANAL TREATY. 

REF: CARACAS 07893 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE DO NOT YET HAVE FIRM GUIDANCE ON HOW THE WHITE HOUSE 
PREFERS TO HANDLE A POSSIBLE MEETING OF PRESIDENTS ON THE 
CANAL TREATY. WE HOPE TO GET THAT IN A FEW DAYS. IN 
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THE MEANTIME WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE THAT NO ACTIONS ARE 
SET IN TRAIN BY PEREZ LOPEZ OR OTHERS WHICH WOULD BE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 190672 

DIFFICULT OR EMBARRASSING TO TURN AROUND LATER, SUCH AS A 
LETTER TO OTHER PRESIDENTS IN THE HEMISPHERE INVITING THEM 
TO A SIGNING CEREMONY IN PANAMA OR ELSEWHERE. 

2. WOULD YOU PLEASE CONVEY TO PRESIDENT PEREZ PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S DEEP PERSONAL APPRECIATION FOR HIS HELPFUL 
SUGGESTION, SAY THAT THE PROPOSAL IS UNDER 

REVIEW BUT ALSO MAKE CLEAR THAT IT INVOLVES IMPORTANT 
DOMESTIC POLICY CONSIDERATIONS FOR US AND WE WOULD STRONGLY 
URGE THAT HE AND THE OTHER PRESIDENTS NOT ACT ON IT UNTIL 
WE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THE PROPOSAL FURTHER 
THOUGHT. 

3. FOR BOGOTA AND PANAMA: YOU AUTHORIZED TO TAKE SIMILAR 
LINE IF YOU BELIEVE USEFUL AND DESIREABLE. CHRISTOPHER UNQTE 
CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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